JUPITER, GIANT OF THE SOLAR SYSTEM.    III ^

in the solar scheme, suggests to us conceptions of the
noblest forms of life.

The very symmetry and perfection of the system
which circles round Jupiter has led many to believe
that he must be inhabited by races superior in int$lli-
gence to any which people our earth. The motions of
these bodies afford indeed to our astronomers a noble
subject of study. Our most eminent mathematicians
have given many hours of study to the phenomena
which the four moons present to the terrestrial ob-
server. But we can trace only the general movements
of the satellites of Jupiter. Their minor disturbances,
the effects of the varying influences which the sun and
Jupiter exert upon them, and which the moons exert
upon each odaer, must tax the powers of far abler
mathematicians even than he who * surpassed the whole
human race in mental grasp,'

But, after all, we must judge of Jupiter rather
according to the evidence we have, and the analogies
wMch are most directly applicable to the case, than
according to fancies such as these. We know that the
sun, which surpasses Jupiter in weight and volume
even more than Jupiter surpasses the earth, is yet
not the abode of life, so that mere size and mass
must not te held to argue habitybility. We know
that many meteors and comets sweep through spaces
more swiftly than the vast bulk of Jupiter, so that the
energies indicated by mere velocity of motion, whether
orbital or rotational, must be equally disregarded.
Nor must we forget that ages before men studied the